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Wilderness Report 

February 20, 2019 
 

Paul Allen 
Forest Supervisor 
Deschutes National Forest 
Bend, OR   
 
Mr. Allen, 
 
I appreciated the opportunity to meet with you and members of the Cascade Wilderness Strategies Team.  At that 
meeting you referred to Agency targets related to wilderness and solitude and that you and the Wilderness Strategies 
Team were trying to address in developing the limited entry permit system proposed for the Three Sisters, Mount 
Jefferson and Mount Washing Wilderness areas. 
 
While a limited entry permit system will allow the Forest to reduce use levels, restoring solitude to wilderness is an 
elusive concept given that the perception of solitude itself is highly subjective.   In fact, the task of defining solitude 
and determining acceptable use levels seems massively daunting.  Reconciling modern use levels, such as those 
proposed, with the historical realities of wilderness and solitude seems impossible?  The idea that one person or 
group of people should define wilderness solitude and implement policy to enforce that definition seems to risk 
allowing unsupported assumptions to lead policy. 
 
Frankly, I find the entire process confusing.   When the Forest adopts a policy to restrict use to a level determined by 
“professional judgement” or some obscure solitude matrix have we restored wild to wilderness?  Of course not.  
Wilderness is a complex and multi-faceted concept––a concept not readily addressed by management focused on a 
single approach.  Reduce use, restore solitude––user impacts go away; wilderness is saved?  No.  Unfortunately, this 
will not give us back wilderness?  It just doesn’t work that way. 
 
The idea of wilderness has always been in a state of evolution.  Certainly, the challenge and risk associated with 
wilderness travel a hundred years ago has little semblance to wilderness travel today.  While modern permit systems 
might reduce user-to-user encounters they will not remove the visual cues that unequivocally say this is a well-visited, 
well used and readily accessible area.  Permits will not eliminate the ability of users to precisely track their locations 
with electronics, post pictures to Facebook, have the immediate ability to call for help or talk to Google.   
 
The technology of modern society has evolved the wild right out of wilderness.  There is no way we are going to stuff 
the genie back into the bottle.  We all know the rescue helicopter is just a cell phone away.  The best we can do is 
admit that our wilderness areas have become precious playgrounds and strive to manage them in ways that 
acknowledge the diversity of user demands placed on them.   Management needs to be as creative and innovative as 
the culture and technology fueling the evolution in how we perceive solitude and the very concept of wilderness. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Arthur Pope 
Director 
Wilderness Report 


