
Wilderness Management Review 
Waldo Wilderness 

 
Submitted by: CP    Date:   8/24/2018  
    
Report Title:  Waldo Wilderness Hike 
  
Route: Where did you go?  How many days were you camping?  
 

This was an over-night hike with grandkids.  Route was in past Eddeeleo Lakes and out 
over Waldo Mountain. 

 
Summary: 250-word max  
 

The trails were all easy to locate.  The trail from Quinn Lakes to Upper Eddeeleo Lakes 
was brushy and had not been cleared so we were crawling/stepping over downfall. 
Likewise, with the section of trail from Chetlo Lake to the Waldo Mountain Trail junction. 
On the section of trails where recent work was observed, it was limited to clearing of 
downfall, and had been done with hand tools (by appearance).  We stopped at the Waldo 
Mountain Lookout; the building was locked and shuttered, but the outside appearance 
was one of neglect/abandonment.   

 
Wilderness or Wild River: Waldo Wilderness   
 
Management Unit:   Willamette National Forest   
 
Administrative Location:  Springfield, Oregon      
 
Head of Administrative Unit:  Tracy Beck, Forest Supervisor   
 
 
Trip Report: Grade the success of the management agency with an A to F letter grade.  
Comments must support letter grades in each category; skip any category on which you do not 
want to comment.  
 
B Access; is resource damage occurring at campsites on trails or at trailheads? 
 

The trails were easy enough to follow, but as noted in the summary, sections had not 
received any recent maintenance.  What was interesting is that at some point, in the fairly 
recent past, considerable effort had been invested in drainage control, with water bars 
and drainage dips installed/constructed to direct water flow off trail and protect the trail 
from erosion.  Recent work however, seemed to be solely focused on downfall removal.  
There was no evidence of recent effort to maintain the function of these water drainage 
structures on any of the trails we travelled.  
 
We only visited one camp, and while it had been impacted from use (unavoidable loss of 
site vegetation/cover), the site was in relatively good condition. There was a fire ring 
present and an access trail to lake. There were some nails in trees and a few bits of 
micro trash.  We were comfortable using the site.  

 
B Management; regulations, permit systems, education, enforcement actions.  
 

The trailhead information board/registration kiosks at the entrance and exit trailheads 
were in good condition. The posters were current and in decent condition and with an 
adequate supply of the self-issued Wilderness travel permits.  We did not encounter any 
Forest Service staff. The recent order banning campfires was rather sloppily posted.   

 
D  Stewardship; are management actions in accord with wilderness values and best 

practices in wilderness management?   



 
Questions concerning management of the Waldo Mountain Lookout surface with regard 
to stewardship.  While the lookout is locked and shuttered and intact, the outside 
condition/appearance is one of neglect and abandonment. There was no on-site 
explanation of the site’s management and the question is whether there is management 
intention/direction to manage this site consistent with its location inside designated 
Wilderness. As a historic feature, it certainly can be managed/operated in conformity with 
Wilderness, but there needs to be intention and direction.  Just from a visit to site, such 
was not evident. A query will be forwarded to FS and any response will be shared. 

  
B Wilderness; how well is management protecting the wilderness resource?  
 

All seemed well on our two-day hike through the area—with the exception of the points 
noted in previous sections.   

 
 ___ Fire Management, Wildlife Management, Other  
 

No other observations—see notation regarding the fire lookout.   
 
  
 
     
 
 
 

 
 


